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Message from Dr Musonda Mumba, Secretary General of the Convention on Wetlands
on the 20th Anniversary of the Designation of Kabukuri-numa and the Surrounding Rice Paddies:

2025F11H8H
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I warmly congratulate all those who have cared for Kabukuri-numa and the surrounding rice paddies as we mark 20 years since its
designation as a Wetland of International Importance.
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This site holds a special place in the history of the Convention. When it was listed in 2005, it became the first Ramsar Site to include “rice
paddies”inits name. That step acknowledged what local communities had long understood: rice paddies, when managed with careg are
more than farmland. They are wetlands that sustain migratory birds, maintain water flows, and support human livelihoods.
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Message from Dr Musonda Mumba, Secretary General of the Convention on Wetlands
on the 20th Anniversary of the Designation of Kabukuri-numa and the Surrounding Rice Paddies:
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Each winter, tens of thousands of Greater White-fronted Geese and Bean Geese return here from their breeding grounds. Their recovery from near decline is proof that
determined conservation efforts make a difference. Kabukuri-numa now provides safe roosting for geese and swans, and habitat for a rich variety of plants and

animals.
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The story of this place is also the story of coexistence. For centuries, the people of Osaki have shaped a landscape where rce cultivation, flood management, and wildlife
are closely linked. This model inspired the Rice Paddy Resolution adopted at COP10 in 2008, which has since influenced how co untries worldwide view the role of

agricultural wetlands.
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Sustainable agriculture for enhancing biodiversity in eco-
tone by using rice based ecosystem.
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Secretary General
Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands

Dr. Musonda Mumba

YOkO OkOShi Director of Environment Division, City of Koriyama
Japan's OECM legal system
. : Section Chief of Wildlife Division
Kohei Sakai Nature Conservation Bureau, Ministry of the Environment h % & Sk
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Initiatives in Kor o rrﬂands with wetland functions, can serve as wetland ecosystems
that are ho Wvariety of living creatures if properly managed.
Kim Jae Hyun  Transboundary Ecolog St @ an d m In this side event, Japan and Korean governments introduce OECM legal systems

Han Donguk Korean Wetland Society Vice-president (KWNN)
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